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Nov 2012 | @Agreement concluded with Kyushu
Defense Bureau on the Management of Yokose LCAC Facility
Mar 2013 | @Opening of National Route No. 206 (Komukae Bypass)

Mar 2013 | @Start of Yokose LCAC Facility operation

Oct 2014 | @Nagasaki Ganbaranba National Sports Festival, with rhythmic gymnastics game held in Saikai City
Apr 2015 | @Saikai City Recycling Center opened

P May 2015 | @NHK Nodo Jiman (Amateur Singing Contest) was held to commemorate the 100th
Apr 2013 | @Startup of Saikai City Sludge Treatment Center anniversary of the municipal system of Saikai City

Apr 2013 | @Seto Elementary School, Matsushima Elementary School, Taira Jul 2015 | @Saikai City Tanka Center Opened

Elementary School, and Yukinoua Elementary School Kobutsu Apr 2016 | @Saikai Nishi Elementary School and Saikai Minami Elementary School were integrated,
Branch School were integrated, and “Oseto Elementary School” was
established

Apr 2013 | @Merger of Osaki Junior High School and Sakito Junior High School
to form Osaki Junior High School and start of integrated secondary
education through combination with Prefectural Osaki High School
Oct 2013 | @Prefectural Governor Hodo Nakamura visits the city for Open-Air

Prefectural Governor’s Office in Saikai Third mayor: Yasuhiko Sugizawa
May 2014 | @Ceremony commemorating the 10th anniversary of the city © v g

and “Saikai Elementary School” was established

Sep 2016 | @Basketball player Renshi Chokai from Saikai City participated in wheelchair basketball
games of the Rio 2016 Paralympic Games as a national member of Japan

Oct 2016 | @The 29" All Japan Health and Welfare Festival (Nenrinpic Nagasaki 2016) was held.
In Saikai City, the Igo Exchange Games were held
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History of Saikai City - Looking Back and Moving on

OFirst mayor: Junichiro Yamashita

2005
2005
2005
2006
2006
2006
2006

Apr
Jul
Oct
Mar
Jul
Oct
Dec

@The five towns of Seihi, Saikai, Oshima, Sakito and Oseto equally merged to form Saikai City
@Prefectural Town Meeting in Saikai
@ Commemorative ceremony celebrating the birth of Saikai City
®O0pening of Saikai Pearl Line and the New Saikai Bridge
@Sisterly ties formed with Hiroo-cho, Hokkaido
@ Visit by former Portuguese ambassador to Japan Pedro Zanatti
@Prefectural Governor Genjiro Kaneko visits the city for Open-Air Prefectural
Governor’s Office in Saikai

©OSecond mayor: Takaichi Tanaka

Oct 2009
Nov 2009
Jun 2010

Jul 2010
Nov 2010

17

@The 5 symbols of Saikai City selected (see cover)

@ Ceremony commemorating the fifth anniversary of the city

@In response to the final report of Saikai City Committee on Screening of Facilities for
Transfer to Private Ownership, privatization decided for Saikai City Hospital and the
two special elderly care nursing homes Yasuragi-so and Sakito Ryokufuen

@Saikai City’s mascots Saikai Tangii-kun and Yudebosh-Daichan announced

@Prefectural Governor Hodo Nakamura visits the city for Open-Air Prefectural Governor’s
Office in Saikai

Nov 2010
Nov 2010
Jan 2011

Apr 2011
Sep 2011
Oct 2011

Apr 2012
May 2012
Jul 2012
Jul 2012

Oct
Oct

2012
2012

@Signing of business relocation agreement with Misuzu Life Co., Ltd.

@The First Saikai Onabe Festival

@Founding Congress of the Group for Toll-Free Use of Oshima Ohashi
Bridge To Be Realized at an Early Stage

@Toll-free use of Oshima Ohashi Bridge starts

@®Misuzu Life Saikai Factory starts operation

@Mutual exchange partnership and sisterly ties formed with Saito City,
Miyazaki Prefecture, founded on shared history of the Tensho Boys’
Mission to Europe

@Merger of Saikai Kita Junior High School and Saikai Minami Junior
High School into Saikai Junior High School

@Firefighting partnership agreement concluded with the U.S. Navy

@Hamabou Summit in Saikai City

@The 450th anniversary celebration and ceremony of the opening of
Yokosuka Port

@Imperial Rice Harvest Ceremony

@Founding Congress of the Group for Early Construction of the Bridge
to Matsushima Island, Saikai City
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Saikai Bridge Park Spring Whirlpool Festival
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Summer Festivals
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Sakura-zaka Cherry Blossom Viewing Festival
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Tonbansan Grand Festival
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Nagasaki Saikai Triathlon Festival
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Saikai City Nanatsugama Limestone Cave Road Race ’
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Saikai-cho Yudeboshi Daikon Cup Invitational Boys Softball Tournament
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imestone Caverns
La national cultural asset]
<aura, Saikai-cho

e eft bank of the Egawachi River
12 roughgakayrakiiih-gé area of Nakaura,
ai-cho, are colléctively called the Nanatsugama
_.E:'tone_' Caverns. One, Shimizu Cavern, is open to
h. . ‘These caverns are the only limestone
3 3 caverns in Nagasaki%refecture. While a majority of
= caverns are found in Paleozoic strata (541-252 million
- years ago), these caves developed in Paleogene marine
~ strata (66 to 23__rr_1°i‘|:]_:’|;'9hfy_ears ago). The characteristic
hapes of limestone created by sandstone erosion
B ow that the area surrounding the caverns was
elevated from the sea through crustal movement
during the Cenozoic Era (66 million years ago to today).
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esignated as a national cultural asse ° p S A Yoz ° S ) 04
Setohadegawa-go, Oseto-cho ?;E(L HB E@y (El‘ g: %E 7]: ng» ﬁ % % % j;’ ( #’L g % EE 'Z-
Stone pots are made of talc, a soft and manageable 7~ 1:[] S5 D 2 /F v h E ﬁ: i 'ﬁ? iﬁ. E - ‘(1; = % 4
mineral with the ability to retain heat. These pots were ) 56 7- E% 5 ] ¥ < 70 2 %,f x B fjﬁ %’Z BT i I\
used for cooking from ancient times to medieval times. It — ?£ ﬁ é é ]\ N j': & ﬁ n 3 lj; ;ﬁ Bt E
is thought that stone pots created in and around the 1 2{ Iz ﬁ(\j E’j E % ﬁﬁ‘ % ;h T 5 % $k =1

Nishisonogi Peninsula were widely distributed, from the 9 2 = 6 N ﬁ% A % ) g: 7z ) LJ|:| T g PP ﬂa
main island of Honshu to the Nansei Islands. 8 3 A X % oz ] w el 50 it b x : ;g
In the hills of the Nishisonogi Peninsula are many spots & ﬁlﬁﬁ 1 ':F' T’F D @ |:':| 3@ ﬁl',i,ﬁ ﬁ Iz %) T o

where talc strata are exposed. More than seventy stone \]-/ § D M L 5 A 1z L X e M, Y’Ej’ 7JI] JI f’E
pot creation sites were found in this area. The largest flf- < % L A é ,15 ) % > N fEZ H— E T #8 i%
among these sites is the Hogetto Stone Pot Creation Site, N ﬁ T’F E‘ % M N E (,% E ZIK *’fF < 75_, L

itself consisting of eleven separate stone creation sites. 5 N H G VC‘ % @IEI E % J\[\I i'é = §"§ P Eﬂ]‘
At the 6th Stone Pot Creation Site, you can observe a D iy A 11 K g#lon S B J\'ﬁ(\ %j‘ 4

spectacular talc wall six meters high and 60 meters wide. % ;H: EF‘ /flﬁfl 75: fﬂ ﬁE p=q A 5 7% <

You can also observe pots still in the process of D ; 7 e g 5 ﬁj‘ % & ﬁ't

production and alcoves in the talc wall, made by E{T‘ Eﬁ £3) % g( *% Jﬁ E/% n ':I\:l (= L Yo

excavating the stone. The Hogget Stone Pot Creation Site I2 T D ﬁE Z D E’)]: n e Eﬁ Ly fﬁ 7z im

was designated as a national cultural asset in 1981. EI:E 26 ’f‘) iﬁ 5 %) 3 § 'R} 5% & ’Eﬁ ';5‘- 'l‘é

Hirabaru Christian Tombstone
[Designated as a prefectural cultural asset]
Hirabaru-go, Seihi-cho

Two tombstones are designated as
prefectural cultural assets. One of
them are made of natural stone
(height: 55cm, width: 74cm, depth:
22cm). In the center of the tombstone,
the mark of the “flower cross” is
inscribed. The letters “INRI” (Latin:
lesus Nazarénus, Réx ladaedrum),
which means “Jesus the Nazarene,
King of the Jews,” are inscribed above
the flower cross.
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Landing point of the first nanban ships

[Designated as a prefectural cultural asset] Yokose-gd, Saikai-cho

In 1562, a port at Yokoseura opened for European traders. During the first ten years,
merchants who came to Yokose by Portuguese ships were exempted from customs duties.
It was decided that non-Christians were not allowed to live in the area surrounding the
port without obtaining permission from the priests. It was also decided that half of the
area of 2 legua (10 km) radius from the port belonged to the church. Many Christians and
merchants gathered in Yokoseura, where a church was built, and the port prospered.
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Hirashima Namaido

[Designated as a prefectural cultural asset] Hirashima, Sakito-cho
In the Edo period, a priest of Josen Temple and a daughter of the village leader committed
a double suicide. It was said that the Namaido first began as a Buddhist event to pray for
their souls and wish for the safety of the island.

Under the cliff near Kiyomizu Kannon Temple, from where the couple threw themselves, a
pagoda believed to be built to pray for them stands. This pagoda is made of pebbles
carved with one letter from “Three Sutras of the Pure Land.” In the Namaido festival, a
thick straw rope representing prayer beads is created in the precincts of Kiyomizu Kannon
Temple. People parade through the island, dragging the rope and saying the prayer
“Namaido (Namu Amida Butsu)” and then release the rope into the sea.
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The Birthplace of Julido Nakaura

[Designated as a prefectural cultural asset] Nakauraminami-go, Saikai-cho

The Tachi area in Nakauraminami-go, Saikai-cho in Saikai City is believed to be the birthplace
of Julido Nakaura, a member of the Tensho embassy sent to Europe.

Julidqo Nakaura studied at the Seminario in Arima. He was chosen as an embassy member,
together with Mancio Ito, Miguel Chijiwa, and Martindo Hara. In 1582, the embassy left for
Europe by sea. They were warmly welcomed in the countries they visited, and received in an
audience by the Pope.

Later he joined the Society of Jesus and studied in Macao. He began missionary work in Japan
where Christianity was forbidden. In 1633, he was arrested and martyred in Nishizaka, Nagasaki.
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Tombstones of the Kosaza Family in Taira

[Registered as a prefectural asset] Taira-go, Oseto-cho

The Kosaza family based in the village of Taira ruled the area from Sotome of the northern end
of the Nishisonogi Peninsula to islands in the Goto-nada Sea. Later, the family owned Nakaura,
Nanatsugama, and Taira under the rule of the Omura family. As centralized feudalism became
established, the Kosaza family became a vassal of the Omura family. Until the end of the Edo
period, however, Taira Village continued to belong to the Kosaza family. An old document
called Gosonki (Village Chronicles) mention in the section “Tales of Ancient Shrines” of Taira
Village that there are “tombstones of the Kosaza family” consisting of a flat stone grave
marker, two cut-stone tombs, a set of large and small tombs and two stone lanterns. The
shapes of tombstones and lanterns described in the book are almost the same as existing
tombstones and lanterns.

Nishisonogi Peninsula Wild Boar Fence
Starting Point

[Designated as a prefectural cultural asset]
Nakaurakita-gd, Saikai-cho

Shishigaki (wild boar fencing) was built to protect 7:{
rice paddies and vegetable fields from wild boar )
and deer. The basalt starting-point stone o
designated as a prefectural cultural asset is
inscribed with two lines of letters “ERE*&4E (the

7th year of Kyoho, the Year of * Tiger)” (Each letter

is 10 cm high and 10 cm wide, and “*” indicates
missing letters.) An old document called Gosonki
(Village Chronicles) explains the wild boar fences

in Nakaura Village: “The number of wild boar and

deer increased in the hills of Sotome, and they
damaged the crops. Villagers had a discussion and
decided to build fences. The fence construction

began in June 1722. When the fences are
completed, they can turn farmland damaged by

wild animals into adequate areas of rice paddies

and vegetable fields. The construction began in
Nakaura Village, but the same construction
started in Otawa, Nanatsugama, Taira and Seto,

too.”
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Saikai: a City of Playing Active Roles

Mayor’s Message

As a part of Nagasaki Prefecture, which is located at the
western end of the Japanese archipelago, Saikai City is in
the northern part of the Nishisonogi Peninsula that faces
the Goto-nada Sea and Sumo-nada Sea to the west, and
the calm Omura Bay to the east. In addition to the main 4
land of the peninsula, the city has many islands in the

/

I

LR ER =3

150 :
S ARE
Goto-nada Sea. Yasuhiko Sugizawa
One part of the city area is designated as the Goto Islands
Area of Saikai National Park, and known as “the Kingdom
of Islands.” Here, a multitude of islands and indented
coastline create a beautiful landscape.

Saikai is a new city that was established on April 1, 2005
by merging five towns located in this region on an equal
footing.

While each area of the former five towns has its own
distinctive industrial form and climate, the city has
gradually acquired a sense of unity as a city. We are
determined to work harder than ever to develop ourselves
as a more attractive city.

With our city marking the 13th anniversary of its
establishment after the merger, we have just formulated the
Second Saikai City Comprehensive Plan in order to
respond to issues changing over time and in response to
information we have obtained so far. To develop our city
sustainably in the future with the future image of “Saikai: a
City of Playing Active Roles,” we would like to solve
various issues together with our residents, industries, and
communities playing their active roles with pride.

It is our goal to build a city where everyone wants to live
and stay. | hope many people will read this Saikai City
factbook, and use it in various situations. | also hope you
will continue to support us in further developing our city.
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History

In 1562, a trade seaport was opened in Yokose-ura (Saikai-cho) by Japan’s. first C_hristian dai_my'o, f

Sumitada Omura (1533-1587). Due to this historical background, Saikai has longstanding historical ties
with trade with Europeans and with Christianity. In the Edo. Period, Saikai became part| of the ‘Omura
domain and thrived as a whaling port. ; 1IN, |

Later, the city experienced a period of prosperity from coal mining and the subsequent ._c':l'osing of ‘the’
mines with transition from coal to petroleum as the principal source of energy. Historical monuments. from ', . I

the coal mining age can be found in various parts of the city.

In April 1889 when incorporation into towns and villages took place, the area ‘consisted of 13 villages, |«

which were later merged, reorganized and renamed. In January 1969, it became consisted of the towns of

Seihi, Saikai, Oshima, Sakito and Oseto. On April 1, 2005, the 5 towns ‘were equally, merged . to. form. < .

Saikai City. i
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Saikai City Outline
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