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History

In 1562, a trade seaport was opened in Yokose-ura (Saikai-cho) by Japan’s. first C_hristian dai_my'o, f

Sumitada Omura (1533-1587). Due to this historical background, Saikai has longstanding historical ties
with trade with Europeans and with Christianity. In the Edo. Period, Saikai became part| of the ‘Omura
domain and thrived as a whaling port. ; 1IN, |

Later, the city experienced a period of prosperity from coal mining and the subsequent ._c':l'osing of ‘the’
mines with transition from coal to petroleum as the principal source of energy. Historical monuments. from ', . I

the coal mining age can be found in various parts of the city.

In April 1889 when incorporation into towns and villages took place, the area ‘consisted of 13 villages, |«

which were later merged, reorganized and renamed. In January 1969, it became consisted of the towns of

Seihi, Saikai, Oshima, Sakito and Oseto. On April 1, 2005, the 5 towns ‘were equally, merged . to. form. < .

Saikai City. i
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Geographical location and features

The city is located in the northern part of Nishisonogi Peninsula, roughly midway between the two large cities in the
Prefecture, Nagasaki and Sasebo. Also, the city faces Omura Bay to its east and Goto-nada Sea and Sumo-nada Sea
to the west, as well as five inhabited islands of Maenoshima, Takeshima, Enoshima, Hirashima and Matsushima that
are linked with bridges.

The total land area is 241.95 km? (as of April 1, 2009), which accounts for 5.9% of the total for Nagasaki Prefecture
(4,104.90 km?). In the breakdown of the types of land in private ownership, the largest majority of 45.7% consists of
forest mountains. This is followed by farmlands (36.1%), grassy fields (9.5%), residential land (5.0%) and others,
including wetlands (3.7%).

The area boasts scenic beauty created by ria-type geological formation that creates a complex coastline, islands of
various sizes studded across the sea and hilly terrain. Because of the beauty, it has three nature parks, namely,
Saikai National Park, Omura Bay Prefectural Park and Nishisonogi Peninsula Prefectural Park.
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Saikai: a City of Playing Active Roles
—United effort to reach a population of 30,000 people—

The problems facing local governments throughout Japan have become more diversified and more
accumulated than ever, such as depopulation, the decreasing birthrate and aging population, and economic
decline.

Considering this situation, for our city’s sustainable development, we have decided our city’s future ideal
image to be “Saikai—a City of Playing Active Roles,” so that we will become the “area of choice” from
various aspects, such as migration, settlement, starting a business, finding employment, advancing to higher
education, and sightseeing, by solving problems through our citizens, industries, and communities playing
active roles with pride.

During the 10 years since the formulation of the First Comprehensive Plan, we have strived for the realization
of a “city of powerful industries and interactions with healthy people and nature,” setting

“Saikai: a City of Healthy People—Expanding bonds of people create our future” as our city’s

future image.

From now on, following that direction, Saikai City will aim to reach a population of 30,000
by 2060, which is set forth in the “Population Vision of Saikai City,” through its united
efforts.
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Food and _inﬂlifjtm
‘he city blessed with'del

' Blessed with fertile farmland and rich fishing
:"_. grounds, Saikai produces a wide range of
fishery products have been highly acclaimed all= « =

~ agricultural and fishery products. Our delicious %
. local cuisine and “Saikai Brand” agricultural and .- *

RE
.\j_:;f_ fi

foods all over Japan!

* We are promoting *Saikai B&!_i{
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Building a city where people can live healthi
appy

Saikai City boasts nature parks that help people to lead healthy lifestyles.
The natural landscape is preserved in these nature parks. The city supports

its residents enhancing their fitness by holding various fitness events in the

parks in which people from & wide range of generations can join.
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Saikai City, the city making people h
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sl he City fully supports the lives of workers.
Veray few natural disasters oceur in Saikai,

and manygnew social infrastructure construct{on
r0]ects a rrently underway.

Salkal City is blessed i ature and very few natural
A — |sast c r in this region, it'is ation for a permanent place
. ° - ‘ of busin he'construction of somal inff@stflicture for an industrial estate
MERBER—NR—IL Pearl alkal is now complete. Starttjh.compames can receive
—BE—HRARL.HXRENEEDRIBELTHRAINTVET, refqrentlah. atme t qu Nagasaki Prefecture ar%S;lkal City.
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