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The City of Saikai consists of the northern part of the Nishisonogi
Peninsula surrounded by Goto-nada, Sasebo Bay, and Omura Bay.
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Geographical location and features

The city is located in the northern part of Nishisonogi
Peninsula, roughly midway between the two large cities in
the Prefecture, Nagasaki and Sasebo. Also, the city faces
Omura Bay to its east and Goto-nada Sea and Sumo-nada
Sea to the west, as well as five inhabited islands of
Maenoshima, Takeshima, Enoshima, Hirashima and
Matsushima that are not linked with bridges.

The total land area is 241.98 km2 (as of October 1, 2024),
which accounts for 5.8% of the total for Nagasaki Prefecture
(4,131.20 km2). In the breakdown of the types of land in
private ownership, the largest majority of 47.55% consists of
forest mountains. This is followed by farmlands (31.70%),
grassy fields (11.34%), residential land (5.84%) and others,
including wetlands (3.57%).

The area boasts scenic beauty created by ria-type
geological formation that creates a complex coastline,
islands of various sizes studded across the sea and hilly
terrain. Because of the beauty, it has three nature parks,
namely, Saikai National Park, Omura Bay Prefectural Park
and Nishisonogi Peninsula Prefectural Park.
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Located in the northern part of the Nishisonogi Peninsula and facing the sea on
fhreexlside's, the city has been the site of numerous archaeological sites from the
Paleolithic Pe
Lime stone pots were widely distributed from Honshu to the Nansei Islands

¢ iod to the modern era.

from ancient times to the Middle Ages, and our city is considered to be the
largest producer of such pots in Japan.

In 1562, a trade seaport was opened in Yokose-ura (Saikai-cho) by Japan’s
first Christian daimyo, Sumitada Omura (1533-1587). Due to this historical
background, Saikai has longstanding historical ties with trade with Europeans
and with Christianity. In the Edo Period, Saikai became part of the Omura
domain and thrived as a whaling port.

Later, the city experienced a period of prosperity from coal mining and the
subsequent closing of the mines with transition from coal to petroleum as the
principal source of energy. Historical monuments from the coal mining age can
be found in various parts of the city.

In April 1889 when incorporation into towns and villages took place, the area
consisted of 13 villages, which were later merged, reorganized and renamed.
In January 1969, it became consisted of the towns of Seihi, Saikai, Oshima,
Sakito and Oseto. On April 1, 2005, the 5 towns were equally merged to form
Saikai City.
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Action for the future

A community rich in natural blessings, the city of Saikai stretches across the northernmost part of the Nishisonogi Peninsula,
between the cities of Nagasaki and Sasebo. With ocean on three sides, including the calm Bay of Omura to the east and the
rough waters of the Goto-nada Sea to the west, and a breathtaking landscape of islands that extends all the way to the
Goto Islands, Saikai is an irreplaceable treasure of which we are immensely proud.

On April 1, 2025, Saikai reached a major milestone: the 20th anniversary of its establishment as a city. Created through the 5
merger of five fowns, the municipality has steadily advanced thanks to the cooperation of its citizens. This commemorative FE & B
year marks the beginning of a new chapter in our history as we set our sights on the next 20 years with a sense of renewed W 3 B A
determination. B B O 7
L B L B & 7
Japan as a whole faces the challenges of population decline and aging, and Saikai is no exception. However, | see this not FoOo T ®B DO D
merely as a difficulty, but also as a valuable opportunity for transformation. By promoting local industries rooted in our i 7= v & ¢ @A 5
natural resources, including agriculture, fisheries, and other distinctive businesses, while also fostering employment * o - R T B =)
opportunities and revitalizing our community, we will continue to enhance Saikai’s appeal and pursue sustainable urban e ) <
development. EREalieE = ) )
oo (& %
This City Overview presents both the current face of Saikai and our vision for a bright future. | hope many will read it, deepen DR 7= ) e B
their understanding of Saikai, and rediscover its charm. Z =E £ A i 5
X W ) L
| sincerely ask for your support and cooperation so that Sakai can continue to grow. EaT N T
E T EZ W g
Z °HE R WV
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Our vision of the City of Saikai in the future
Saikai—a City of Playing Active Roles

Municipalities throughout Japan are increasingly facing various mounting problems such as a declining population, a declining birthrate, an aging population, and a

depressed economy.

In order for the City of Saikai to sustainably develop in the future in the midst of these circumstances, our vision of the future is “Saikai—a City of Playing Active Roles.”

City residents, local industries, and the community will address those problems by taking pride in what they are doing. The City seeks to be a place that people “choose”

for all sorts of reasons, such as migration, residence, entrepreneurship, employment, further education, and tourism. N

In order to make “Saikai—a City of Playing Active Roles” a redlity, the City has 3 basic goals: “to produce people who are active throughout their lives,” “to produce

people who will play an active role in Saikai,” with each and every resident playing an active role in various areas,and “to create a safe and active community” as a

place where people and industry can continue to play a role and flourish. As a springboard to combine and build upen those goals, the City is promoting collaboration
ance on creating a community is “Saikai, a
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Industry and workplace
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—— Made in SAIKAI
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Exchange and tourism
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Discover the City’s expanding
attractions in related areasl!

i

prepare to welcome experiential tourists.

The City of Saikai is a vast area full of attractions ,ﬂ; g)& g TE L ,;l:'l_\ i u-! S \<’\ rE 2
where you can experience nature’s bounty 2 I \}E L 2 & 1% 1 % 3 3‘ & nok % 75‘\ 5
firsthand. The City is blessed with a variety of 2 1% < i’g é 1k ?g: 'H _a; 50 ;EE ) <__ i % b‘{
seas, mountains, lakes, and islands to enjoy, and ;é % iﬁ = 7& JIL', b h % m (Z I_'ﬁ

it is fully suited to camping, an activity that has =® LS = ES /%\ 3 v B kK RIiT ﬁ %
re‘cently gained in popularity. In the future, we Z® tgz %ﬁ % 7k TRORD .fé % e KU N jJ 7
will further promote and encourage the tourism Sy R E % % T E <

industry by capitalizing on its amazing local T ,\J Ao E3 ? 5 C 7 g 7 b = E 4
resources. The City’s main industries are [ 17-15 Ay Eﬂ E % 9 iﬁ 5 h A ¥ 14 h D % I
agriculture, forestry, and fishing, and we will XEBREBEXRE CICBICERICI B K

actively promote experiential tourism that T OB EETME BICEIIL O H B Il
capitalizes on those local industries as well as A o = 8 . -
the natural environment. We will promote the _d; ':12 v *E iﬁ' C &Y ?E ? i%' H L I\o % % ! ! I~
development of extensive sightseeing tours and K [ E% f(‘:' ? % é‘}ﬂ moD e ;7'}_ ? — g gi <

B P

[NEA &R, RIFRELTO-EVBIT L
ZABERWPHD X v TGN, EEMICIELL
SABYNET, FERIBT, FZLEXYAT.
I TaM33VE—2—PBAIAKRITVET,

Want to “avoid the crowds, take a deep breath,
and relax”? There are lots of campgrounds in the
City of Saikai where you can make that happen.
An increasing number of repeat visitors enjoy
doing what they like in places they like.

12



Exchange and tourism

Fully experience a ELWEZ
beautiful sea L5 THRRT S

In the City of Saikai, there are
various ways to enjoy the sea. You
can gaze at the sea’s beauty, or
you can opt for a more active
experience such as marine sports
or fishing. You can fully
experience the sea.

BB T, LWAWAEED
BLAAP TEET, ELWE
ZHkDBIDIIHBEAA. 7771
FIZR) D ZAR—YR) 5 E
ICHEDBEBTTH, BVE

W2 HTBERLSNET,
Enjoy the lakeside at R/ BAED
Isanoura Park HBETELD

You can enjoy yourself and
recharge your batteries by riding a
rented bicycle around the cycling
path, descending from the
suspension bridge in the canyon to
the river surface, where you will be
rejuvenated by the clear water, or

YA FO—REL L 42ILE
EHETCDHEESN, RS
DRIBLSIIEICEE) TE
FCEIh), BEAPSK

you can enjoy thg panoramic view INIFTDRBEHBLIIL
from the observation deck. T BTy 2 TEET,
Enjoy mountain and forest  EBILID3ERK &

delicacies and experience LS5 U{AER

rural living

Seasonal delicacies are lovingly
prepared from nature’s bounty.
Learn from the wisdom of a way of
life that has been carefully passed
down over the generations. In the

PZEI 2 DBEARDEHRIFHE
ADHTILSZENDFERR, T

PORYUCZTMI N TE =

ESLOME, EiEm Tl

City of Saikai, you can experience RIAEBLTEZZHICHI N
vibrant rural life through a
homestay. -AEESLEAFERTEET,
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Saikai-cho Yudeboshi Daikon Cup
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Healthy
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future ahead for each and every
child as they move through life.
With that hope in mind, we want

to look after children and
encourage and aid in their

rearing in our community.

Children are our treasure and our

community’s future. Let’s continue

to generously support children in

their healthy growth and

at school,

and in the community as a whole.

development at home,
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Children to learn and nurture
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Action®
Relief
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and every resident to play an
conditions that foster health in the
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community so that each resident

measures to encourage health in
accordance with the needs of the
community and strive to enable

active role in their own health,
leads an active lifestyle.

and we will work to create

We will systematically promote
everyone to remain active
throughout their lives while
acknowledging one another.
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Life where everyone shine

BB X X NR
AR D v O

BB HRE WU K QR

HICHE ROV URSE
B RS L BN K K S
LVNVRKBYE EIKSHH
EHIRwWROR B<LLFRY
B> OO v S i IR
BOVIRESOL M
YEeRRY BIEINRL £K
SEUK D v IR S H#H)” i
HEHIKIR S UK MR
Wi E S EFIRS N
OV RO S B S THwWwH =
610
EMN-CKE DR S\ R
St SR RM" NP VER
ROV L R UIRIK R0
L1410 20 HIR IR EUHE A0 ) 1 41 400 ©

KN
BKIEIE - <HE - RagRE

$E) B3 40 [ K - S MR BN 5 10 0@ BR AR 157
TSR JT B £ B << A S R AR K B -
SHITKEIER S REES) KK IL i i S I
RS FRSIOMEK L VR #’
WO WL BB TS RITK” IR bk B3
HORIR MK ISR WIES" KK
K128 S TR W IR L2 B K SR T Y w
B = #6400 RKIBESRER O IBHR O 2 $ ] ik -
EMKERECKIRL PRI M1 #4L”

FRELLEANAKINI St - BRSO IR’

KB - S R RE RO R #1°

3 R ARSI DIRTE &
WHSET TV AT L

B (O I D VIS W 1 N R
MO FE 1N S R D4
BB 490 BXI N

MK FEER S PR S HE R dz L 6
RN —NIRY =N D Lo’ P87 KK
KELLEHH  SERCRIMWRKR K
KRB L KEL ST MR- = #640°
WENR KEFCERERELS KK
SRWVWEE VU0 IHIEHNS K&

VGRS | LR HE MK O

BB S S R 7 TR Ak %
FERS IS B SIEE LR #1=°

ez IR SIS
Weom oW
£ I
.,rmn\..u“/ .
M Ly
ok S
e Ny
B N
¥ 150 o g
EJE P 46 80 W
w06 E
i A
EDNVOFES

19



of this region.
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A comfortable town to live in
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The Nanatsugama Limestone Caves
The Nanatsugama Caves are a-gr !h'_ i
that developed in a stratum thatiis app

years old, which is youngerthan"mast

Japan. Shimizu Cave, whichZigiopen fo the
tourism, extends more tha ;60 0ime
temperature is around 15°C allyeas

sense nature’s mysteries. Theig@

as a national natural monument
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Birthplace of Julian Nakaura

Julian Nakaura is believed to have been born in present-day
Nakaura, Saikai-cho in the City of Saikai. In 1582, he
traveled to Europe as a member of the Tensho mission to
Europe, and in 1590 he returned to Japan. He then studied
in Macau and became a priest. He was a missionary in
Japan while Christianity was banned, but he was captured
and martyred in Nishizaka, Nagasaki in 1633. Nakaura’s
birthplace has been designated as a historic site by
Nagasaki Prefecture.
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Site of the arrival of early European ships
Yokoseura

In 1562, Portuguese ships arrived at Yokoseura, and the
area became a base for trade and Christian missionary
work. The following year, the lord Omura Sumitada was
baptized at Yokoseura, becoming the first Christian feudal
lord in Japan. Nevertheless, Yokoseura was later
destroyed by fire in an attack by forces opposed to
Omura. Yokoseura has been designated as a historic site
by Nagasaki Prefecture.
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Inheritance
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History and traditional culture, born
and nurtured over a long span of
time, have been carefully preserved
and handed down to the present
day, and each region exhibits its
own unique characteristics.

These cultural properties are
precious local treasures that must
be passed on to the next generation
and into the future.

Each resident should take pride in
his or her hometown and promote
urban planning that capitalizes on
these properties.
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Inheriting cultural properties
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Site of the production of stone pots

Stone pots are kitchen utensils made of talc. These
pots are believed to have been widely distributed
from Honshu to the Ryukyu Islands from ancient
times to the Middle Ages. There are many
outcrops of talc on the Nishisonogi Peninsula,
and traces of pot production can be seen
particularly at this site, where 11 workshops were
concentrated. This site has been designated as a
national historic site.

Sakito History and
Folklore Museum

The Museum presents the history and
industries of the Town of Sakito, which
transitioned from whaling to coal mining
and salt manufacturing. The Museum
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City Flower / Japanese lily
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City Bird / Bush warbler
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City Tree / Bayberry
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City Fish / Scorpion fish

WRORFEZF L MEHDHISELTOMH
S5HR EVWSIERNEETIBLL. BLU

MOER/1FXIFD

City Flowering Tree / Hibiscus hamabo
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City Emblem

The City of Saikai’s emblem was designed with an “S”
to stand for Saikai. Symbolizing “a city where vibrant
people and nature interact with robust industry,” the
emblem represents a city that is amenable to future

7. ﬁ%i!C%ﬂEbnéﬁa\ EE‘E - X THOARERKLLRTT, development. The five circles represent the “5 towns”
EHREREFNLILEBE I Z2EDHS that merged to become the city.
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